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MANIFESTATION 

OR 

The S t a t e and Case of the Quaker f 
prefented to all people, but efpecMly 
to<s%£erckants,Ownm(mdMajlers) 

of Ships, and <£\£ariners ; alfo to all 
Planters or Occupiers of Lands in the 
EnglifhmdFoneign'Plantationf. 

» . » * 

Shewing the ( cauflefs ) Caufe of their prefent and 
^ cruel Sufferings , from the hands of their own 
Countrymen and Fellow-Citizens of J»wdw> 

m 

Hereby warning them all, nee to joyo hands againft thelnno* 
,cent, nor willingly fuffer their" Ships (to bermployed) to 
Tfanfport (nor to buy) any of them ( tor Slaves) to the ie- 
par ating ofHusband from Wife, Parents from Children, #r , 
to the Kuine and Defolation of many ^Families, and to the 
provoking the Anger of the Lord againft you and your Fa- 
milies, and to finite the Land with a Curfe* 
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But do ye unto all men as you would thejfhoulido unto you , <£r. 
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Written on the beliatf of the Suffering-People of God (called Quuk/rs) 

and of the 1>ftimony which they hold., 
heFirftday of the Eighth Month, 1W4, T.D. 




Printed at London, in the year 1664.. 
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J Brief Manifestation to Merchants, 

Seatnettj and Planters , &c. 

K Now ye then, \h*x that God who created the Heavens and 
the Earth, the Omipotent and Almighty JEHOFAH, 
and Lord of Hofts, whofe all things are, and for whofe 
Service they were created; who. givcth breath and being. 
to all, and in whofe hands and at whofe difpofc is your Life and the 
JLives of all* Mankind; who numbereth yourdayes, which are as a 
fpan, and pafs away fwifter than a Weavers ftiuttle, or as a Poft that 
tarrieth not ; ' whofaitfr te man, Return to thy dufi y ari&Jpcis no more :■ 
And this is He we own to befcur God, whom we ferve and wor(hip< 
in the Spirit of his Son, the Light of the World, to whom all Judg- 
ment is committed, that men might honour the Son, as they honour 
the Father who is God over all, blefled for evermore. 
' And this is he whom we have watted for,and his Light hath flione 
into our hearts, to give us the knowledge of the Light of the Gofpel 
in the face of Chrift Jefus, and by believing in his Light we come 
to a true fight of oufftates, and our hearts were ript open, and our 
iniquities were made manifeft unto us>.and the Books were opened, 
and the Earth difclofed, and the Dead appeared, and the Judgment 
was fet up, and we were then judged, every man according to his 
*woiks> and the things that were written in thofe Books ; And then 
we knew him to be dreadful indeed ( in his juft Judgments) againft 
that nature which had tran£grefled ; and his flame was kindled in 
our hearts, and began to take hold of that which was for the fire, and 
^his Sword was drawn to cot down that which flood in the way, and 
turned every way to keep the Tree.of Life ; fo that we.in this unclean 
ftate cduld not come unto it, though fain would we have lived here, 
-. 'and loth we were to part with that which was fo near and dear unto 
us, -to. wit, the wifdom, honour, and glory of this piefent world, 
which was as fomany deaths to us to part with, and we would fain 
have been Heirs of two Kingdoms : but the Light let us fee that we 
muft deny our felves in all that fo neatly concerned us, and take up 
"\ eurCiofs daily, apd follow him our Guide and Leader,though to the 
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lofs of all. what thoughts of heart, tumblings of mind, noife of 
wars and rumours of wars (which is not to be exprefled ) was then 
in our hearts ! ::. 

At laft to the Light and Power of God our hearts did bow, and 
became obedient; then a reparation began to be made between the 
Good and the Evil, and-we became judged according to men in the 
flefh, that we might be faved according to God in the Spirit. 

Now the Separation being thus made* and the true Judgment fet 
up in our hearts, we could not, as in times pa ft, run with the wicked 
into vanity and excefs, neither could we joyn with the Superfluous 
and Idolaters in their falfe wayes, worfhips and cuftoms^ but have 
been and areftill made willing to bear our Tcftimony publickly a- 
gainft them all, both by word and converfation, &c 

And though we have been obedient to the Powers that have been 
(and to thefe that now are) in all juft and righteous things, keeping 
a good Cgnfcience void of offence both to God and man • and for this caufe 
we labour diligently and painfully in our Callings, that we may be 
ferviceable in our Native Country, where our God hath placed us, 
having fomething (and being ready ) to minifter to them that ft and 
in need of our belp, that thereby we might be a good favour to all. 

For which caufe alfo, we fay Tribute to whom Tribute is due y and 

have fodonc to all the Powers ( fince we were a People ) declaring 

thereby our owning of iMagiftracy, being willing to fupport it in all 

juft and right things, though fome have afperfed and a ecu fed us of 

the contrary. 

And thus in all things that pertain to Life and Godlinefs, we have 
endeavoured to live peaceably and honeftly with alt men ; and this 
we declare unto you, that neither the former Powers, nor thefe pre- 
fent in Power, neither could, nor can they now, juftlyaccjifeus of 
plotting or contriving againft them, neither of any Sedition or feditioue 
Pramces towards any of them, as hereby we do call to record the 
Lord God Almighty, to whom we apical for Righteous Judgment 
in the cafe between us. Notwithstanding we have fo behaved our 
fclve5> and that our Adverfaries can lay nothing (juftiy) to our 
charge ; yet behold and fee how we have been pcrfecuted and cruel- 
ly intrcated by them all, but efpeciaUy at this day : O how are we 
beaten in the ftreets and places of our Meetings ! how is our hair 
plucked off our heads I how are we kick'd and pinch'd on the arms, 
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andfocne w»mea pinched and (mitten on their tender bftfc, to their 

great toann! how aw we packed intoclofe and nafty Prifons, seat 
.three hupdred at one time in one Pr ifon ! and how havefome of out 
Friends been beaten, tei?*/**' fuffered to abufe them there ! how have 
fomcof ug been taken forcibly from our Brethren, where we have 
been met together inourPrifon-houfe, and threatjicd, and put in. 
to the Hole or Dungeon ! how have Tome of ut been taken out of one 
Prifon-room, and caft into deep and difmal Holes, where we have 
been in danger of our live* , by reafon of a corrupt unclean Ptifonc* 
who lay ;ripM, even woife and more naufeous than any filthy Car- 
rion ot Excrement whatsoever, a place not fit for Swine I Ohow 
are we profecu ted with violence at their Seffions, and the Jurors and 
Peoples Underftandings endeavoured to be poifoncd, and They in*- 
cenfed againft us, by Speeches made to render us even as the word 
of men f as fee the Book entituled* The Innocinc'y mi Cmfcientioufnefi 
iff the Quakers nffertedatid sletredjn anfirertojHdgtKttimo't Speech ■!"' 
How are the Jurors that ferved for Felons and Murderers changed,, 
and others impanelled which may ferve for their purpofe ! how are 
others brow-beaten and threatned, which cannot in good conference 
( the Evidence not being clear) anfwer tha fpiiit of Cruelty \n our 
Pcrfecutors, to bring us in Gmltyl how are many of us, thorow un- 
juft proceeding*, fentenccd to Tranfportation and Exilement from 
our Native Country; Wives* Children, and deareft Relation^ into 
Forretgn Parts and Places of the World, there to fcek our bread 
amongft ftrangers ! Much more might we fay of the Cruelty and 
Oppretfions we meet with from fome fierce and forward fpirits, who 
are Minifters of the Laws both Civil and Ecclefiaflical ( as they are 
called) who fummon us to their Courts for not coming to their Pa- 
rish Worftiips, fining-and imprifoning us in many pans of this Na- 
tion, endeavouring thereby to vex us and to weary us out, and 
force us to conform to that which our God hath (hefted us he ab- 
hors. 

And now Friends, what is the caufe of all this Cruelty that's thus 
daily exercifed upon us, even for no other caufe but for keeping a 
good Confcience towards God, who hath loved and purchased ug 
with a great price, even with his own Blood, that we (hould be no 
longer ourown,butthe Lord's, who hath endeared us to him. and en- 
gaged our hearts to bow co and woifhip him, and in whofe Fear we 
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cannot but meet together to wait upon him, and to ieek Jus Face 
more and morc> whofc Prcfcnce hath To often tefrcflbed and gladded 
*ur hearts in our Memblings and Afeetings together .• And by this 
mx meeting together we bear our Teftimony fox the Lord tnd his 
Truth, thereby declaring to all men that we own him alone to be 
our Law-giver, our King and Guide ( in all matters that concern his 
Worftup) and he doth and will come and fave us. 

Andalfo, by this our meeting together we exhort one another, 
ftrengthen and build up one another in our moft holy Faith, paying 
in the holy Gboft wuh all prayers and fuppiications for Mzgt&tztcs 
and for all men, that they with us may come to know (& be obedient 
to) Chiiftjefus the Light,tbat lightnetb every man that cometh into 
the world, and by his Blood (which, is his Life ) may come to re- 
ceive remiffion of (ins,and an Inheritance among the Saints in Light. 

And likewife by this our meeting together , we find an Increafe in 
.the pure Love (which tbinketh no evil) one to another, and to all 
men,yea to our very enemies (deiiring from the bottom of our hearts 
they may repent them of all their Sins, and pf all the Blood, Cruel- 
ties and Perfections they have unjuftly committed upon and againft 
us) of all which things we are juftified of the Lord, and have an 
affurance that' it's wJH-pleafing and acceptable to hito, as we abide" 
in the Fear of his moft holy Name. 

Which holy pra&ce of meeting together was required of, and found 
in the People of God of old, as in Mai. 3. 16. The* thafe tbapfe&ed 
the Lordfpake often one to another, and the Lord bearkfned ami heard it, 
and a Book^of Remembrance woe written before bim, for them that f tared 
the Lord y andjbonght upon his Name. And fo was the Apoftle's Pra- 
ctice and Exhortation to the Saints, Not to ferfak* the ajfembling of 
themselves together, as the manner of fome (then was, and now) #, bnt 
ft much the more (to exhort one another) as yon fee the Day approaching. 
Which holy Pra&ice; we own and do wittoefs, and that as the Day ap- 
proaches (to wit) the Light aifeth, and draweth neater and nearer to 
us by its heat, venue and fplendor, Even fo much the more ate we 
enclined and engaged in our hearts to meet and aflemble together, 
to wait upon the Lord,till hecaufeth it to arife,and ftune,andover- 
fpread the whole Earth. 

And for thefeCaafes, as aforefoid, and for fuch holy Ends, do we 
meet together, and for no other ; God Almighty is our Record that 
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wcTpcak the truth unfetgnedly from our hearts, and not as we have 
been falflyaccufcd and reported of ( by time-fervcrs and men-plea- 
fers) for meeting feditiouflj to plot, or wickedfy to contrive Infurre&ions^ 
in contempt of the King and his Lain, and to the breach of the Publicly 
Peace ; and that we are an Qbftindtc People, and wilt not be fubjeft to 
Authority.. 

All thefe and many more the like (lander* and falfe accufations do 
we daily undergo, by fome that are fierce and cruel in their fpirits a- 
gainft us, endeavouring to incenfe the King againft us, and to pro- 
cure Laws to be made to deftroy us, and that all people may even 
deliver us up to the fpoil, as a people not fit to live amongft them : 
But we believe the King hath a Witnefs in his Confcience, which 
(oft-times) f peaks for us (viz,.) that we ate not fuch a People as re- 
ported of /and he hath not approved of fome Cruelties that have 
been of late exercifed upon us. And as for the People which are 
our Neigh bours,and know us (with whom we do converfe) will jufti- 
fie us, and fay we are a very diligent and peaceable People, and do 
much pitty us ; faying, Wedeferve nofuchthingat their hands* 

Yet notwithftanding all the Cruelties that are exercifed upon us, if 
our own perfons were only concerned, we could hold our .peace • but 
in as much as the fpreading of the Evcrlafting Truth, and honourable 
Name of the Lord God Everlafting,is deeply concerned -and that the 
Blood-guiltinefs of many cries fo loud for Vengeance . (which is rea- 
dy to be poured forth • .) And alfo, that all who have yet had no hand 
in fuch Cruelties, might hereby be v warned ; Wfi from thefe deep 
and weighty Confiderations, are moved in our hearts to lay thefe things 
before you, that if it may be, a Hop might be put to any further cxer- 
cife thereof • and that neither ye who are <Jlfcrchants 9 ot UWarriners, 
or any other, might have any hand in the execution thereof in any 
meafure, either by permitting your Ships, or Seamen, to be the Tranf- 
f oners of the Innocent, or any other wayes of Cruelty whatfoever. 

Now Friends, having thus laid our Cafe before you, and opened our 
hearts thus unto you concerning our Principles , Prattices and Prcfef* 
fion* towards God, and our Demeanours and Behaviours towards the 
King and his Government, with our Deportment and Converfatien to- 
wards all men ; alfo fomething of our Sufferings, and the Innocent 
Caufes thereof, all which will certainly plead for us ; and therefore to 
God's Witnefs in all your Confciences do we appeal for true 

Judgment 



, Judgment in this cafe ; that is to fay,whether we have defcrved fuck 
Cecities to be inflifted upon us, who are an Innocent People, and 
guilty of the breach of no Juft Law. 

Neither are we guilty of the bieach of this Aft uppn pretence of 
which we now fuflfcr • which Aft is to fupprefs Sedition Conventicles % 
and therefore not Innocent Meetings, and to prevent the growth of 
fueh Sectaries, who at their Meetings contrive InfnrrettionSy &c. as by. 
the Title and Preamble (which is the Reafon or Key ) thereof, ap- 
pears > none of which things yet to this day have been proved againft 
us, nor the Icaft (hew of any fuch thing, though it hath been put up- 
o* them to prove, and their V Vitncfles have been asked what we 
were doing in our Meetings,and whether they either fawor heard any 
thing tending to Sedition ? they have teftificd for us, and anfwercd,. 
N*j) we were peaceable, and fo could not be guilty of the breach of 
this very Aft, under pretence of which we now fuffer. Yet notwith- 
standing,, by the brow-beating and threatning both of the Grand and 
Petty Jurors,fome Jurors have been over-awed, and have bowed t* 
their wills fafar as to find the Bills againft us, and others, to find us 
guilty ; though fome other Jurors, that were more wife and valiant 
for the Truth, not finding fufficient Evidence to prove their Indift- 
ments, and aifo nothing appearing to them to make us Tranfgreflbrs, 
by any thing we either did or faid in our Meetings that tended to Se- 
dition or Infurreftion (againft which the Aft was only made) and 
falfc witnefs being alfo born, they could not in good confcicnce find 
us guilty of the I ndiftment, though lome of them therefore received 
frowns and threats, and are bound over to give an account at the 
Kings-Bench Bar the nzxtTcrm: but fome of the Prifoners not finding 
freedom in themfelves to anfwer their form of pleading,C?**//f?0r not 
gtihh (their Indiftments being indireft) andqueftions being put 
toenfnare them, as alfo fome not being acquainted with their way 
of pleading) they readily pronounced their unjuft Sentence of Tranf- 
portation againft them, fave only the Women that have Husbands 
arc committed to the Honfe ofCorre&ion, fome for the fpace of eleven 
months,. and others for twelve months. Now feeing their Aftings are 
fo contrary to Juftice and Right, and alfo to the late Aft, for you or 
any of you to put this Illegal and Unjuft Sentence in Execution, by ; 
Tranfporting any of us, would be very hard m^afure, and not fafc/ 
for you, nor to the Kings honour,, 

*■ And. 
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